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Barb Mikler-Crandon, NYSAFCSE President

If you have not presented to your own school Bmiklercrandon@newarkk12.ny.us
board in a long time, the time is now. While

public school budget voting is right around the
corner in NY State, it is never too late to
present to them “a program year in review”.




What happened at the Regents meeting? o Importance of safety net for students
with disabilities

Once again, the Board of Regents discussed Career o Positive response to increasing
and Technical Education (CTE) at their recent number of integrated CTE credits
meeting. Each time CTE is before the Board, I will and for substituting Regents exam
provide you with a summary and some suggestions with CTE assessment

for action you may wish to take. The more informed «  April 2011 - The Board planned to discuss
we are, the better able we are to discuss Regents several items, including:
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academic experiences of New York State’s graduation
o Need for flexibility requirements.
o Interest in financial literacy, 21*
century skills, and STEM The April 2012 item “Proposal to Create Multiple

Pathways to a NYS High School Diploma” built on



all of the items referenced above. It asked the Board
to consider options for expanded pathways for
students to meet graduation requirements. The
recommendations included a CTE graduation
pathway that would allow CTE students to earn a
Regents diploma by substituting a technical
assessment for a required Regents exam (possibly the
Global History and Geography). A timeline for the
implementation was also included. A section called
“Ongoing Work in Revision of Middle Level
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Ask a Pro

Dear Pro: What can be done to get students to turn
in their homework on time?

When spring arrives, it seems like every student's
attention turns to all kinds of things except
homework and every teacher struggles with this same
question. My school has a homework policy for

unit or topic is finished, any undone assignment§ are
counted as zero. This does help set good work¥habits.

f your school doesn't have such a policy, yo ght
want to bring it up for use next year. You can
certainly institute it in your own class.

I make a point of telling students that I don't bélieve
in giving homework just for busy work. I don'figive it
every night but when I do, it's for an importa
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FACS Associate
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assignments as boring and a waste of time. If your
assignments are perceived as fun or useful, they are
more likely to get done. Rather than assigning
reading and questions to complete, tell students that
"tomorrow we're having a contest/game show in class
and there are prizes. And, by the way all the answers
are on pages ...... " The students who rarely do reading
assignments will be motivated to put forth effort to
win a game. You'll be amazed. Call homework



assignments “challenges” or “experiments” and make
them hands-on rather than questions or worksheets.
Students appreciate when we recognize that they have
busy lives. Whenever possible, try to give more than
one night for an assignment. I also like to use an
Enrichment Center. These are worksheets on
whatever topic we’re working on and are worth 10
points each so if a student has a late assignment, they
do have a way to make it up. They usually realize that
it's easier to do the original work than extra work but
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